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Welcome to November'19 edition of Insight'15.

China and USA are in talks, and have agreed to cancel tariffs in different phases. EPA has
made available the NMP Draft Risk Evaluation Available for Public and Scientific Review. This
month has also seen some acquisitions. 
Here are some major highlights from the month of November. Hope you enjoy reading the
same!

ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL 
  
America's economy is resisting the pull of recessionAmerica's economy is resisting the pull of recession::

The American economy, which just missed the 3% growth

target in 2018 despite the boost from the president's

budget-busting tax bill, continues to lose steam. In the third

quarter of this year GDP, adjusted for inflation, rose at an

annualized rate of 1.9%, down from 2% in the previous three

months. 
The first signs of trouble for America's economy appeared in
late 2018. A global slowdown in manufacturing and trade
weighed on American producers. New manufacturing orders
dropped fairly steadily from September 2018 until May this
year, and parts of America's manufacturing heartland
experienced declines in factory employment. Click here for
more information. 
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REGULATORY REGULATORY 
NMP Draft Risk EvaluationNMP Draft Risk Evaluation
Available for Public andAvailable for Public and
Scientific ReviewScientific Review: : 
EPA is asking for public input
o n a draft risk evaluation of
more than 30 uses of N-
methylpyrrolidone (NMP),
including adhesives, sealants,
paints and arts and craft
paints, paint and coating
removers, adhesive removers,
and degreasers. This is the next
step in a process outlined by
the amended Toxic Substances
Control Act (TSCA) to evaluate

https://www.economist.com/united-states/2019/10/31/americas-economy-is-resisting-the-pull-of-recession


MERGERS AND ACQUISITIONSMERGERS AND ACQUISITIONS

Air Liquide reportedly plans to put up German unit SchuelkeAir Liquide reportedly plans to put up German unit Schuelke

for salefor sale::

French industrial gas provider Air Liquide is reportedly
seeking to divest its German unit Schuelke for up to $1.1bn
as it intends to streamline its operations and focus on core
assets. Citing sources close to the matter, Reuters reported
that Air Liquide has entrusted JPMorgan with the task of
finding a buyer for Schuelke, which produces hygiene
products such as disinfectants, biocides, preservatives and
medical skincare products.
The German-based firm has annual sales of €335m. It was
acquired by Air Liquide in 1996.

Iwatani enters US specialty gases market with AdvancedIwatani enters US specialty gases market with Advanced
Speciality Gases acquisitionSpeciality Gases acquisition: : 
Iwatani Corporation of America, a wholly owned subsidiary
of Iwatani Corporation, has acquired Advanced Speciality
Gases. The acquisition of the Nevada-based company marks
Iwatani's entry into the US speciality gases market.
Advanced Speciality Gases serves a wide range of industries
including electric utilities, semiconductor, mobility and
chemicals. Company products include speciality and rare
gases as well as complex mixtures.

the risks associated with
existing chemicals-a process
that is designed to thoroughly
evaluate the available science
before taking action to manage
potential risks associated with
the use of the chemical. NMP is
the sixth of the first ten
chemicals to undergo risk
evaluation under the amended
TSCA.

TRADE TRADE 

China lifted anti-dumping tariffs on PVCChina lifted anti-dumping tariffs on PVC::

China and the US have agreed in the past two
weeks to cancel tariffs imposed during their
months-long trade war in different phases,
the Chinese commerce ministry said on
Thursday, 7th November, 2019. They are
also seeking relief from earlier 25 per cent
tariffs on about $250 billion of imports from
machinery and semiconductors to furniture. 

 
China, US agree to cancel tariffs in differentChina, US agree to cancel tariffs in different
phases:phases:

INDUSTRY INDUSTRY 
Arlanxeo ending EPDM production in USArlanxeo ending EPDM production in US::
Arlanxeo, headquartered in Maastricht, The
Netherlands, is shutting its EPDM plant in
Orange, Texas as part of a move to realign
global production and supply of the synthetic
rubber material.  Arlanxeo's only production
site in the US, the Texas operation also
produces butadiene rubber (BR) and
hydrogenated nitrile butadiene rubber
(HNBR). 

Caustic soda capacity growth makes SpainCaustic soda capacity growth makes Spain
new battleground in Europe:new battleground in Europe:
The Spanish caustic soda market has become
a market share battleground for European
producers as the country's capacity has
recovered from its nadir in 2017 and contract



China and the US have agreed in the past two
weeks to cancel tariffs imposed during their
months-long trade war in different phases,
the Chinese commerce ministry said on
Thursday, 7th November, 2019. They are
also seeking relief from earlier 25 per cent
tariffs on about $250 billion of imports from
machinery and semiconductors to
furniture. Click here for more information. 

prices have plummeted. The decline in
Spanish caustic soda prices and the overall
recovery of the country's production
capability also has significant implications for
the now well-supplied European market. 
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